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Executive Director’s
Message

In the Sep-
tember 2022
edition of our
“Moshannon
Valley Pro-
gress” news-
letter, we
2 wrote about

’ ¥ the excellent

el work of

Philipsburg Borough to address di-
lapidated properties in the borough.
The Borough used the power of emi-
nent domain to acquire the former 6th
Street School property, and to demol-
ish most of the building space at that
site. It was even better news to learn
that the CIU10 organization pur-
chased that property for the home of
their new administrative facility.

Fast forward to May of this year
when the MVEDP learned that we
would be needed to assist the Bor-
ough and Lee Industries in a project
to get Borough properties to Lee In-
dustries. The Borough had once
again used eminent domain to acquire
and clear four properties along
Presqueisle and Water Streets. By
law, a private, non-profit economic
and community development organi-
zation like the MVEDP could acquire
the properties from the Borough, and
then sell them to a private company
like Lee Industries.

Continued on Page 2
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MVEDP Seeks Candidates for

Board of Directors Election

It’s that time of year when the
MVEDP solicits our members for
names of candidates that would be
interested in running for a seat on our
board of directors. We have a board
of 15 people. Each year, five of the
board members come up for re-
election if they want to continue to
serve on the board. We have learned
that all five of the current board mem-
bers want to be on the ballot to run for
a new three-year term. The five board
members that will be on the ballot
include: Bryan Bennett, Steve
Lyncha, Dustin Minarchick, Dr. Bob
Steward, Jr., and Eric White.

If you are interested in running for
a seat on the board, or if you know of
someone that would be a good candi-
date, please contact our office. The
dues-paying members of the MVEDP
have been notified of this election and
have been given until Friday, Septem-
ber 1% to submit any names.

MVEDP Continues Site
Development Feasibility

Work — Rt. 350 Site

In the Spring edition of our news-
letter, the MVEDP informed its mem-
bers and the community that it is now
involved in a site development feasi-
bility assessment effort. Basically,
we are trying to determine the devel-
opment potential of a 171-acre site

Continued on Page 2



Page 2

Volume 22

Executive Director’s Message
Continued from Page 1

There was no need for much discussion when we
learned that we could partner with the Borough and
Lee Industries to get the properties to this long-time
local company. The MVEDP has been a partner with
Lee Industries since we were first created in 1988. In
1991, we worked to secure two state loans for them to
almost double the size of their manufacturing plant.
Over $2.3 million in loans were secured through the
MVEDP office.

Key to this discussion was the willingness of Josh
Montler, President of Lee Industries to pay an amount
for the four properties that was equal to the amount of
money that the Borough had spent on the properties
for acquisition and demolition costs. This amount
was $270,000.00. What is really great about this pay-
ment to the Borough is that this money can now be
used by the Borough for other projects. Taxpayer-
provided funding made the acquisition/demolition
possible, and now the taxpayers have been paid back
for their investment in those properties.

The MVEDP’s job #1 is to work with the existing
businesses in the Moshannon Valley region like Lee
Industries. Helping entrepreneurs to start new busi-
nesses and working to attract outside businesses are
our other top priorities. It was our job to assist in
making the deal happen for Lee Industries, and we
were NOT paid a fee for our work. We didn’t require
it. Getting the four properties to Lee Industries was
much more important to us than collecting a fee.
Thank you to Joel Watson, Shelley Walstrom and
Philipsburg Borough Council for your great work on
this project.

Available Office Space for Lease!
-

The MVEDP currently has
office space available at the
| Moshannon Valley Regional
Business Center. Contact
Stan LaFuria at the MVEDP
to secure more information
about the available space.
Call: 1-814-342-2260 or
email: slafuria@mvedp.org.

MVEDP’s FY 2022
Financials Audited — Another

“Clean” Audit

The MVEDP’s board of directors has the
MVEDP’s financial records audited every year.
Audits have been prepared since 1988. The
MVEDP hired the firm Young Oaks Brown
(YOB) of the Altoona region to complete the
audit of its 2022 financials. The audit was com-
pleted and presented to the board of directors at
their meeting of June 20"™. Dave Scott, CPA
with YOB, attended the meeting and presented
the audit. One of his comments to the board was
that the organization was lucky to have the dedi-
cated staff that it has as he was impressed with
the commitment of the staff in keeping accurate
financial records.

MVEDP Continues Site Development
Feasibility Work — Rt. 350 Site

Continued from Page 1

Issue 3

located along Rt. 350 across the road from the
Glass City entrance. An engineering firm is al-
ways needed to determine development feasibil-
ity and costs so The EADS Group has been
hired.

There are several issues with the Rt. 350 site
including: inappropriate zoning classification,
lack of public sewer, lack of access to Phoenix
Road at the back end of the property, wetlands,
streams, mining issues, and topography change
concerns.

Continued on Page 3
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MVEDP Comments About
Lithium Ion Battery

Manufacturing Facility
Proposal

In late May, a significant headline appeared
in the Centre Daily Times, “$50 Million Lith-
ium-Ion Battery Factory Proposed in Philips-
burg.” The MVEDP staff was contacted
about this proposal weeks before the an-
nouncement was made and the MVEDP’s
board of directors had a chance to review it
also.

EC Power is a research and development
firm headquartered in State College. Since
April 2017, this company has also operated a
facility within the MVEDP’s Moshannon
Valley Enterprise Center. This company is
proposing to establish a consortium with Flux
Power, a company based in southern Califor-
nia. A federal matching grant of $25 million
has been applied for through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Energy. If that grant is approved, the
consortium will look to establish a production
facility somewhere within the Philipsburg/
Moshannon Valley region.

The MVEDP’s board of directors reviewed
the EC Power/Flux Power proposal at its
meeting of June 20". The board was in-
formed that the MVEDP and others were
asked to provide letters of support for the pro-
ject. Congressman Glenn Thompson had
been contacted too. The Philipsburg/
Moshannon Valley region was selected be-
cause the federal government wants to locate
this project in an area that has been negatively
impacted by the loss of coal mining.

The project hinges completely on the re-
ceipt of the $25 million federal DOE grant.
Should the company officials receive funding
approval, the MVEDP will do everything that
it can to get their production facility estab-
lished within the Moshannon Valley region.

Congratulations to
Diamondback Truck Covers

Diamondback Truck Covers just celebrated their 20"
anniversary. The MVEDP congratulates Ethan Wendle,
Matt Chverchko, Ben Eltz and other company leaders for
the work that they did to start and grow this manufactur-
ing business. Matt was recently asked about their experi-
ence in Philipsburg. “Philipsburg’s been a great place to
grow a business and raise kids,” he said.

“We’ve always been happy here.” He said that he ap-
preciates that Philipsburg is safe, rural, and that the
MVEDP helped Diamondback grow into the manufactur-
ing powerhouse it is today. Thank you Matt for your pos-
itive comment about the MVEDP and for the heavy lifting
that you did to create and grow your company here in the
greater Philipsburg region. Outstanding.

MVEDP Continues Site Development
Feasibility Work — Rt. 350 Site

Continued from Page 2

The MVEDP is willing to spend more time and mon-
ey on an evaluation of the site but we first must secure
the Seller’s approval to extend the expiration date of the
Agreement of Sale.

The current expiration date is August 31%. The
MVEDP needs a minimum of three more months to have
additional feasibility work completed including an iden-
tification of the cost of bringing all infrastructure to the
site, and the number of developable acres that will be
available upon completion of the project. The MVEDP
is awaiting word from the Seller regarding the extension.
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT

+ Carpet, Area & Wool Rug Cleaning
+ Upholstery Cleaning

+ Tile & Grout Cleaning

+ Pet Odor & Stain Removal

« Fire, Smoke & Water Damage

Cleanup
* ScotchGard® & Maxim Advanced®
Carpet & Upholstery Protector

Bryan S. Bennett
Central Steamer LLC

lICRC Certified Technician
MVEDP "2014 Entrepreneur of the Year"
Email: Centralsteamerbryan@gmail.com
Facebook: Central Steamer

Office: 814-342-4565

- Moy Kay's Catering

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS

5330 MORRISDALE/ALLPORT Hwy
ALLPORT, PA. 16821

814-345-1128

Many Koy Beveridge

OWNER
MKCATERING16(@G-MAIL.COM

(814) 277-6887

SNEATH FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT, INC.
EXTINGUISHER SALES & RECHARGING
INSURANCE & OSHA INSPECTIONS

415 FIVE POINTS ROAD

CRAIG SNEATH LA JOSE, PA 15753

Commercial Bivd.
llege, PA 16801

| thotta j ewefr‘g

Your watch & jewelry repair center
Since 1968 - |

i.James E. Ricotta

Watchmaker
Jeweler
Goldsmith

105 N. Front Street
| Philipsburg, PA
~(814) 342-3709

Vaux Prinfworks

; \ SCREEN PRINTING
& EMBROIDERY
VAUX BEITES
P’”"’”’b’ " L BAGS
FAN APPAREL
T-SHIRTS, SWEATSHIRTS, HOODIES,
342_1 6‘” 114 ZIPS & HATS
INFO@ROCKINV.COM SIGNS
BANNERS, YARD SIGNS,
MAGNETIC SIGNS,

1-800-525-5437

| Providing Early Chlldhood

Preschool, and Mental

Health Services in
Centre County!

www.cenclear.org

Cenral Intermediate Unit 410

45 Link Road st Decafur PA 16878 « SLE30-0880 o 1S0082-35101 ey

Thi CIU #0 offers the following sarvices to Centra, Cloarfisld and Clinton Counties:

+ Customized educational services to business and industry
* Special Educational services

+ Gurriculum and Instruction ligison with Pennsylvania Department
of Education

+ Charter School liaison

» Non-Public School services

* Galaxy Arts in Education

+ Early Intervention/ Preschool Services
+ GED instruction and testing

Cheack our complata listing of sarvices ofling at www.ciuid.org

|I7Central Insurers Group
Charles A. Jones Agency

75 Years of Excellence
Competitive Rates for You

Phone (814) 342-1880

www.centralinsgrp.com
20 S. Front St., Philipsburg, PA 16866
wjones@centralinsgrp.com

See us for your next project . ..

BUILDING MATERIALS CENTERS

311 Schofield Street, Curwensville 236-0220
2350 E College Ave,, State College 237-3511

BODY PANELS
(! WHEEL LINERS
BUMPERS
BEDLINERS
LIGHTS
MIRRORS
STARTERS
DOORS
FENDERS
FUEL LINES
GAS TANKS

800-874-8341
www.choicebumper.com
100 North 9™ Street
Philipsburg, PA 16866

Looking for Bullding Materlals at Discount Prices . ..

Overstoked, Discontinued, Returns
Lezze,
BARGA IN See our new outlet 51te at

QUITLET
—

962 Tyrone Pike
Philipsburg, PA 16866
814.342.5204

| www.hrenko.com

|AUTO eHOME eBUSINESS eLIFE
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Spotlight on Business — UMI Performance, Inc.

The Moshannon Valley Economic Devel-
opment Partnership is proud to be a partner
with many businesses throughout the
Moshannon Valley region. Our Spotlight on
Business features are intended to provide the
public with additional information about the
businesses that call this area home.

UMI Performance, Inc. was started in
late 2002, and officially incorporated in May
2003. The company is owned by Ryan
Kirkwood and is located in Rush Township
at the site of the former Shain Shop/Bilt
plant. Their facility is approximately 35,000
square feet and the company currently em-
ploys 49 people.

Just nine years ago, the company em-
ployed 30 people, so the company continues
to grow to meet market and customer de-
mands. UMI’s customers are located across
the world as products are shipped to all ends
of the globe.

UMI Performance is a leading brand in
the automotive aftermarket industry spe-
cializing in the manufacturing of high-
performance suspension components and
accessories. The company manufactures
sway bars, control arms, subframe connect-
ors, chassis parts, and many others. It was
in 2002 when Mr. Kirkwood began to build
a few automobile chassis components for
friends while working in his father’s ma-
chine shop. He began to identify a large
demand for suspension and chassis prod-
ucts, and he believed that the market was
lacking options and full of highly priced
items that he thought he could manufacture
at a more reasonable cost.

Mr. Kirkwood has a great team at his
company including Jill I[rwin, Chief Finan-
cial Officer, Ramey Womer, Product Engi-
neer, Jerry Mondock, Plant Manager, and
Marshal Aloi, Inventory and Plant Manag-
er. Ryan credits the quality of his team
with enabling the company to grow and
handle changes in market conditions.

The UMI Performance facility features
CNC machining, both milling and turning
CNCs, band sawing, press brake operation,
MIG and TIG welding, plasma cutting and
powder coating. The company manufac-
tures their products from start to finish:
from raw 24-foot bars of tubing to a fin-
ished product sold to their customers. All
within their Philipsburg area manufacturing
facility. The company has always been very
proud of their place in the Made in the USA
movement.
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Welcome New Members!

Pizza Hut

952 N. Front Street
Philipsburg, PA 16866
814-342-1980

Thompson Law Office, LLC
1216 Walton Street
Philipsburg, PA 16866
814-342-4100

David R. Thompson, Esq.
Brian Jones, Esq.

Thank You Members

The Moshannon Valley Economic Devel-
opment Partnership thanks you for your sup-
port of our economic & community develop-
ment efforts!

Renewals 2nd Quarter

Ace Hardware Company
Belding & Mull, Inc.

Big Rock Swing & Ping

Boggs Township

BPOE #1173

C Classic Dodge Chrysler Jeep
Cen Clear Child Services
Central Steamer

Centre County United Way
Certified Builders Wholesale
Charles A. Jones Insurance Agency
Chester Hill Borough

Clemmer Fire Protection, Inc.
CMT Laboratories, Inc.

CNB Bank

Coleman’s Asphalt Seal Coating

Continued on Page 7

Availability of Small

Business Advantage Grant

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Pro-
tection is now accepting applications to distribute a min-
imum of $1 million dollars that is currently available.
The 2023 Small Business Advantage Grant is now avail-
able.

The purpose of this grant program is to provide small
businesses in Pennsylvania with grant funds for projects
that increase energy efficiency, reduce pollution, or pro-
tect our waterways. Many different types of small busi-
nesses, from manufacturing to retail to agriculture, may
be eligible for funding under this program. Funding is
awarded first-come, first served so interested applicants
should act fast!

All program documents, including Program Guide-
lines and a Grant Calculator, are available on the Small
Business Advantage Grant Website. There is also a link
on the website to the online application system used to
apply for the grant. Additionally, there are tutorial vide-
os available for everything from an overview of the pro-
gram to using the Grant Calculator for specific project

types.

Maximum grant awards will vary based on the attrib-
utes of a project as shown in the chart below. Projects
will be eligible for more funding if they are located in
Environmental Justice areas or reduce CO2e by at least
20 tons (as calculated by the Grant Calculator).

2024-2024 Funding Levels

Project Attributes Whichever is less, up to:
All Eligible Projects 50% or $5,000
Eligible and located in Envi-
ronmental Justice Area 65% or | $6,500
Eligible and significant envi-
ronmental savings 65% or $6,500
Eligible, located in Environ-
mental Justice Area, and o
significant environmental 80% or $8,000
savings

The 2023-2024 Small Business Advantage Grant Pro-
gram will open for applications on August 18, 2023. Pro-
ject work completed on or after July 1, 2023 will be con-
sidered for funding. The application period will close
when funding is exhausted or March 22, 2024, whichever
occurs first.



https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/SmallBusinessOmbudsmanOffice/Pages/Small%20Business%20Advantage%20Grant.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/GrantsLoansRebates/SmallBusinessOmbudsmanOffice/Pages/Small%20Business%20Advantage%20Grant.aspx
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Thank You Members

Continued from Page 6

Conklin’s Corner Antique Mall & Gift Shop

Cutting Edge Machining Solutions
Diamondback Automotive
Dixoncom, LLC

Douglas Explosives, Inc.
Foxpro, Inc.

Fulton Bank

Geo Tech Engineering, Inc.
Genna Inc, Inc.

Happy Valley Adventure Bureau
Happy Valley Mini Golf
Harpster of Philipsburg
Juniata Valley Bank

Keller Engineers

Lee Industries, Inc.

Lewis Paving & Sealing, Inc.
Long Motor Buses, Inc.

Mid Penn Bank

Mike Baron

Moshannon Valley Pharmacy
Natafo, LLC

PA American Water Company
Philipsburg Beverage, Inc.
Philipsburg Kiwanis Club
Philipsburg Marble & Granite

Philipsburg Revitalization Corporation, Inc.

Philipsburg True Value

RC Bowman, Inc.

Rusty’s Oil & Propane

ShipltDone, LLC

Snelick Construction Services, LLC
The Philipsburg Journal

Walter Hopkins & Company

SEDA-Council of Governments

Official Visits Moshannon Valley

On June 29" the MVEDP hosted Elizabeth Lockwood
of the SEDA-Council of Governments (SEDA-COG) for
tours and lunch in the Philipsburg/Moshannon Valley re-
gion. Ms. Lockwood is the Director of Project Develop-
ment/Grants for SEDA-COG.

Ms. Lockwood has a great deal to do with how federal
funding might be distributed to projects within the
SEDA-COG region. The MVEDP wanted her to know
about the Rt. 350 site and our work to determine the de-
velopment feasibility of that site. Federal funding from
the U.S. Department of Commerce/Economic Develop-
ment Administration, and the Appalachian Regional
Commission is directed through SEDA-COG and then to
local projects.

Ms. Lockwood has worked with the MVEDP over the
past 20 years. She assisted in our effort to secure federal
funding for our Moshannon Valley Regional Business
Park project, and our Moshannon Valley Regional Busi-
ness Center facility. She is currently involved with the
leadership of the Moshannon Valley Emergency Medical
Services in their work to build a new ambulance head-
quarters and training facility. A $300,000 federal ARC
grant is being targeted to their project. The MVEDP was
pleased to be a part of that effort to secure that ARC
grant, as well as the effort to secure a state grant of
$200,000 for their project.

MVEDP Revolving Loan Fund

Program Still Available

The MVEDP’s revolving loan fund program is still
available to businesses located within he Moshannon
Valley region. The MVEDP recently discussed the in-
terest rate on the loans and have agreed to keep the rate
at 4%.

Loans can be used for land and buildings, machinery
and equipment and working capital. The MVEDP’s Re-
volving Loan Fund Committee oversees this loan pro-
gram. Members of the RLF Committee include: Chair-
man, Jeff Herr, Dustin Minarchick, Bryan Bennett, Jim
Pollock, Rusty Christoff, Bill Jones and Gary Turner.
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Chinese Company Visits

Mid State Airport

Two officials of a Chinese company visited Mid-
State Airport on Monday, June 26", The MVEDP
was represented as well as Greg Scott, President of
the CBICC in Centre County, and Lauren Bryson of
the Focus Central Pennsylvania organization. Mr.
Scott and Ms. Bryson toured the Chinese officials
around other sites within Centre County. After con-
sidering the properties, the Chinese company offi-
cials identified their interest in the Mid State Airport
site. Unfortunately, it does not appear that the Mid
State Airport Authority will be able to work a deal
with this company because all of its buildings are
currently under lease.

Both the CBICC and the MVEDP now plan to
begin additional discussions and investigation into
the future development potential of Mid State Air-
port.

w
N
MVEDP

THE PARTNERSHIFP

200 SHADY LANE
PHILIPSBURG, PA 16866

MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

MVEDP Board of Directors

FY 2023

Dustin Minarchick
Dr. Karen Blair
Wanda Ryen

Gene Wardo

Jim Pollock

Eric White

Bryan Bennett
Steve Lyncha

Jeff Herr

Bill Jones

Dr. Robert Steward, Jr.

John Shimko
Rusty Christoff
Josiah Jones
Robert Maltais

President

1st. Vice President
Vice President
Vice President
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Past President
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member
Board Member



