
     One of the 

Partnership’s top 

priorities for Fis-

cal Year 2014 is 

to assist in the ef-

fort to retain The 

GEO Group facil-

ity located in the 

Decatur Township 

area of the Moshannon Valley.   
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M O S H A N N O N  V A L L E Y  P R O G R E S S  

Special 

points of 

interest: 

 Free Advertising 

 Thank You 

 Save the Date 

 

Spring 2014 Volume     13     Issue    1 

A publication of the Moshannon Valley  

Economic Development Partnership, Inc. 

FY 2014 Board of Directors Announced 

DuBois Business College  

Sets Ribbon-Cutting Date 

     The DuBois Business College has 

set a date for a ribbon-cutting cere-

mony: Friday, March 21st at 5:00 p.m.  

A Business after Hours event will start 

at DBC Philipsburg at 4:00 p.m. and 

will conclude at 7:00 p.m.  The 

MVEDP is very much looking for-

ward to the startup of the DuBois 

Business College Philipsburg campus. 
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Seated:  Steven Lyncha, Jeff Herr, Rusty Christoff, Jared Ricotta 

Standing:  Rick Kistler, Robert Steward, Jim Pollock, Karen Blair,  

Jerry McKinney, John Shimko, Tom Scott, Michael Kovalcin 

Missing from Photo:  Michael Conte, Bill Jones, Mark Nartatez 

     The representation on the MVEDP’s board of directors is very diverse and 

includes bankers, a civil engineer, attorney, investment advisor, business owners, 

surgeons, physicians assistant, utility company official, school district business 

manager, and former hospital administrator. 

     Three of the board members have been re-elected to the board every three 

years since the MVEDP was created in 

1988: Bill Jones, Jim Pollock and  

Tom Scott. 
A Message from  

the Executive Director 
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MVEDP Has  

Low-Cost $$ to Lend 

MVEDP FY 2014  

Officers 

     The MVEDP’s Revolving Loan Fund program 

has been available to local businesses since 1988.  

The matching loan funding can be used for working 

capital, machinery and equipment or land and build-

ings.  The current interest rate is 3%!  One of the 

most outstanding features of the loan program is the 

quick turnaround time.  Once a reviewable applica-

tion is received, the loan committee will meet and if 

the loan is approved, the money provided to the bor-

rower in less than 30 days.  Contact the MVEDP at 

342-2260 if you have a business seeking loan fi-

nancing. 

Make it in America Initiative 

     The MVEDP will be participating in a new federal 

initiative aimed at attracting international investment 

and generating economic growth across Pennsyl-

vania’s 52 rural counties.  The project has com-

menced and will cover a three-year period.  The 

MVEDP is partnering with SEDA-Council of Gov-

ernments, the Chamber of Business & Industry of 

Centre County, and numerous other organizations 

from across the state.  Goals of the project will in-

clude attracting foreign companies to Pennsylvania, 

encouraging Pennsylvania companies that have off-

shored all or part of their operations to re-shore to the 

state, and the matching of Pennsylvania’s economic 

development assets with the needs and objectives of 

the world’s manufacturing community.  Economic 

development professionals will be trained in protocol 

in dealing with foreign companies.  Local private-

sector company officials who already deal with for-

eign companies will be invaluable to the Make it in 

America initiative. 
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Seated Row:  Steven Lyncha, V.P., Jeff Herr, Presi-

dent, Rusty Christoff 1st V.P. 

Standing Row:  Jim Pollock,  Assistant Treasurer, 

Jerry McKinney, Treasurer 

Missing from Photo:  Michael Conte, V.P. 

     Nickerson Fine Homes is a new business tenant 

of the MVEDP’s Moshannon Valley Enterprise 

Center.  Bill Nickerson is from the State College 

area and he decided to start a new business venture 

that involved buying into a franchise: Tailored Liv-

ing (www.tailoredliving.com).  Mr. Nickerson 

checked into building space in the State College area 

and couldn’t find anything even remotely close to 

the quality of the MVEDP’s Enterprise Center 

space. 

New Small Business  

Locating to the  

Enterprise Center 

Check us out, we’re  on the web! 

WWW.MVEDP.ORG 

http://www.tailoredliving.com
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MVEDP Readies  

New Housing Rehab Program 

     The MVEDP staff is 

getting ready to begin the 

implementation of its new 

housing rehabilitation pro-

gram which targets 

neighborhoods in both 

Philipsburg Borough and 

Rush Township.  Using 

$350,000 in federal HOME Investments Partnership Program 

funds, the MVEDP will be working to assist income eligible, 

single-family homeowners. 

 

 The target area begins in the borough at N. Centre 

Street (Third Street) and extends out to the YMCA, with 

Presqueisle Street the boundry to the east, and Railroad Street 

to the west.  Homeowners in the area of Rush Township near 

the former hospital and out to the Enterprise Center will also 

be considered.  The funding is allocated on a first-come, first-

serve basis.  Anyone interested in this funding should contact 

Sherrie Beals at the Partnership at 342-2260. 

Suite B Available at the  

Regional Business Center 

     The MVEDP has one remaining 

space available in the Regional Busi-

ness Center: Suite B which is 1,686 

square feet.  This space contains a first 

class office area.   

 

     The area has eight separate offices.  

A kitchen/break room facility is also 

located within the space.  A finder’s fee 

will be paid to anyone who assists the 

MVEDP in bringing a business to this 

rental space.  

FY 2014 MVEDP Priorities 

      The MVEDP’s board of directors met on January 21st in a regular meeting and set the program of work for 

Fiscal Year 2014.  The priorities for the year were reviewed again at the February 18th board meeting.  The 

Partnership’s three-year strategic plan is an important guide in setting the priorities for the year. 

 

 Retention of The GEO Group 

 Business retention, assist our existing businesses  

 Attract businesses to the Moshannon Valley Enterprise Center 

 Assist DuBois Business College with their new startup  

 Enhance the MVEDP’s web site and create mobile app capability 

 Assist PMG Pennsylvania Corporation with their expansion 

 Assist Penn Highlands with their planned expansion in Rush Township 

 Begin the implementation of the new Philipsburg/Rush Twp. housing rehab program 

 Monitor the PA Dept. of General Services and the demolition and clearing project at 

  the site of the former hospital 
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT  

Long Motor Buses, Inc. 

 CDL Skills Testing 

 Charter Inspection and Repairs 

 Tire Sales 

 Notary Service 

721 Troy-Haw Run Hwy, Philipsburg, PA 

Ph: (814) 342-0195 

www.longbus.com 



Moshannon Val ley  Progress  Page 5  

 

Learning Today…Leading Tomorrow 
1620 River Road 

Clearfield, Pa. 16830 

814-765-5308 

www.ccctc.org 

 

The CCCTC offers fulltime, daytime courses as well as short 
term evening courses in programs such as Construction Tech-
nologies, Transportation Technologies, Truck Driver Training, 

Practical Nursing, Cosmetology, and MUCH more. 

 

http://www.ccctc.org


 The Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-

ment Partnership thanks you for your support 

of our economic & community development 

efforts! 

Renewals 1st Quarter 

 

American Cancer Society 

Bloom Electric 

Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre Co. 

Converse Consultants 

Drayer Physical Therapy 

Geo-Tech Engineering 

Home Nursing Agency 

Hawbaker Engineering 

Hi-Way Pizza 

Hurwitz Real Estate 

Lynn Herman 

Moshannon Valley Super Bowl 

Philipsburg Borough 

Sneath Fire Safety Equipment, Inc. 

South Hills School of Business & Technology 

The EADS Group 

The Well 

Tyrone Hospital 

Wasson Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Thank You! MOSHANNON VALLEY  ENTERPRISE  

CENTER SPACE AVAILABLE 
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Advertising  Opportunity 

    Reserve your space in the “Moshannon Valley 

Progress.”   Take advantage of absolutely free ad-

vertising for your business.  Contact the Partner-

ship for details.  Contact Sharon Yingling at 814-

342-2260 or send an email to 

sharonf@mvedp.org. 

    Advertising is free to Partnership members only.  

Limited space available so call today. 

 Space to accommodate manufacturing, distribution, 

warehousing or other uses 

 Air conditioned offices and conference room  avail-

able; 50% of large area also has air conditioning 

 One-quarter mile from PA Rt. 322, one mile east of 

Philipsburg 

 10 miles to I-99 and to I-80 

 Great lease rates, flexible leases 

 Space can be subdivided 

 

Contact:  Stan LaFuria, Exec. Dir 

814-342-2260 

Email:  slafuria@mvedp.org 

Welcome New Members 

Sneath Fire Safety Equipment, Inc 

415 Five Points Road 

LaJose, PA  15753 

1-814- 277-6887 

 

Wasson Insurance Agency, Inc. 

2440 Commercial Blvd. 

State College, PA  16801-7481 

814-237-5378 
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    The GEO Group is currently under contract with 

the Federal Bureau of Prisons (FBOP) to provide 

corrections services to the illegal aliens housed 

within the facility.  The FBOP has requested pro-

posals from private corrections companies, and 

one of the competing companies is Corrections 

Corporation of America which operates a similar 

facility in Youngstown, Ohio.  Should the FBOP 

make the wrong decision, the Moshannon Valley 

could lose the local GEO Group facility. 

 

     The GEO Group team has asked the commu-

nity to express its support of the local corrections 

facility.  Letters can be sent to our federal elected 

officials: Senator Bob Casey, Senator Pat Toomey, 

and Congressman Glenn Thompson.  Another op-

tion is to send a letter directly to the Federal Bu-

reau of Prisons at the following address: Michael 

Bodine, Contracting Officer, Federal Bureau of 

Prisons, 320 1st Street, NW, Room 5005, Washing-

ton, DC 20534. 

 

     We have included in this newsletter the letter 

that we sent to Congressman Glenn Thompson and 

it can be used as a model for your letter.  It is very 

important to mention that there are 260 dedicated 

employees that work at The GEO Group facility.  

Approximately $600,000 in taxes is paid annually.  

Losing The GEO Group’s facility would be a dev-

astating blow to this region. 

Penn National  

Insurance 

Does your business insurance earn you dividends?  

Purchase your business insurance through Penn Na-

tional Insurance, and depending on the total group pre-

mium and total claims experience, you could earn an 

annual dividend. 

 

Eligible lines* offered through this program include: 

 Businessowners 

 Commercial auto 

 Property 

 General liability 

 Package policies 

 Inland marine 

 Workers’ Compensation 

 

Program Features 

 

 All-lines dividend (excluding umbrella and bonds).  

Dividend payments are based on total group pro-

gram premium and claims experience of eligible 

lines.  As program grows, so does dividend poten-

tial. 

 Enhanced coverages on auto, businessowners, 

property, workers, compensation, and general li-

ability—giving you added protection at no additional 

cost; 

 Equipment breakdown coverage automatically in-

cluded with businessowners and property policies 

 Information and services to help reduce losses—

the payoff is greater dividend potential 

 Outstanding, local claim and customer support ser-

vice 
*Subject to individual risk characteristics, loss experience and 

underwriting guidelines. 

 

What to know more?  Contact Charles Jones Insurance 

Agency at 814-342-1880 or visit PennNationalInsur-

ance.com. 

 

A Message 
Continued from Page 1 
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        January 3, 2014 

 

 

Congressman Glenn Thompson 

124 Cannon House Office Building 

Washington, DC  20515 

 

RE:  The GEO Group – Moshannon Valley Correctional Facility 

 Federal Bureau of Prisons - Solicitation 

 

Dear Congressman Thompson: 

 

 On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Moshannon Valley Economic Development Partnership 

(MVEDP), I want to express to you our strong support of The GEO Group’s proposal under Solicitation 

No. RFP-PCC-0022.  The GEO Group is bidding to continue to provide services for the Federal Bureau of 

Prisons (BOP) at the Moshannon Valley Correctional Facility, located in the Philipsburg area of central-

Pennsylvania.  It is our understanding that the contract is being rebid against another Bureau of Prisons 

(BOP) contract facility in Youngstown, Ohio, and only one of these existing facilities will be selected to 

continue providing services to the BOP in the northeast region of the United States. 

 

 As our Congressman and one of the most important advocates for our state, I am asking that you 

consider encouraging the Bureau of Prisons to award a new contract term to The GEO Group so that the 

Moshannon Valley Correctional Facility will be kept in place. 

 

 It was in 1998 when the MVEDP first began working to assist the previous owner Cornell Compa-

nies in their venture to bring a new privately owned corrections facility to the Moshannon Valley.  We 

worked for seven years to help Cornell in their effort because we knew then about the significance of the 

new jobs to be created to this rural area.  Years later the GEO Group purchased Cornell Companies and 

the result was an even better managed Moshannon Valley Correctional facility. 

 

 The GEO Group-owned facility provides employment for some 260 dedicated citizens of this area.  

If the Moshannon Valley Correctional Facility were to close, the loss of jobs would be devastating to the 

local economy, especially to the employees and their families who have dedicated years of exceptional 

service to this facility and to the BOP.  In addition, The GEO Group pays approximately $600,000 per 

year in property taxes which is another direct benefit to our community.  Almost $1.5 million is spent an-

nually on utility costs which again benefits our local economy. 

 

MVEDP Sends Letter of Support for 

The GEO Group 



Get Paid for Helping 

the MVEDP! 

     The MVEDP helps the private sector 

to generate new employment opportuni-

ties by providing sites and building 

space to businesses.  Anyone who 

brings a lead (business owner) to the 

MVEDP that buys a lot in our Business 

Park, or rents space in either of our two 

multi-tenant buildings will be paid a 

5% finder’s fee.  For example, if a new 

lease is signed and $30,000 in rent will 

be paid over a two-year period, the 

“finder” will be paid a lump sum fee of 

$1,500.00!  The MVEDP considers eve-

ryone in the community to be its partner 

in working to enhance the economy of 

this region.  Bring us a new business 

tenant or business owner that purchases 

land in our Regional Business Park and 

GET PAID! 
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Congressman Thompson       Page 2 

January 2, 2014 

 

 As a current provider of correctional services for the Bureau, GEO’s Moshannon Valley Correc-

tional Facility has established an exceptional and longstanding record of providing high quality services 

to the federal government, stable job opportunities to local citizens, and a vital economic impact to the 

local community. 

 

 Your support and endorsement of the facility would increase the probability of the award being 

granted to the GEO Group thereby maintaining the Moshannon Valley Correctional facility.  The award 

would further promote economic growth and stability in the state of Pennsylvania.  I respectfully request 

your endorsement of the GEO Group’s Moshannon Valley Correctional Center to the Bureau of Prisons.  

Thank you very much. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 

        Stanley M. LaFuria 

        Executive Director 

 

Fair Housing Notice 

     This notice will serve to advise the residents of Philips-

burg Borough that the following actions, if based on race, 

color, religion, sex, national origin, familial status (families 

with children), or handicap are considered discriminatory: 

 Refusing to sell or rent to, deal, or negotiate with any 

persons; 

 Discriminating on terms or conditions for buying or rent-

ing housing, 

 Discriminating by advertising that housing is only avail-

able to persons of a certain race, color, religion, sex, na-

tional origin, familial status, or handicap; 

 Blockbusting for profit (persuading owners to sell or rent 

by telling them that minority groups are moving into the 

neighborhood); 

 Denying to anyone the use of, or participation in, any real 

estate service, multiple listing service, or other facility 

related  to the selling or renting of housing.  

 



MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

200 SHADY LANE 

PHILIPSBURG, PA  16866 

SAVE  THE  DATE !  

     The MVEDP’s 26th annual 

awards event will be held:  Friday, 

April 25th at noon at the Cen-Clear 

administrative facility located along 

Rt. 322 just west of Philipsburg.  

Save the date!  The MVEDP always 

looks forward to honoring very de-

serving people who make the 

Moshannon Valley a great place to 

live and work. 


