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Executive Director’s  
Message 

     We are very 
pleased to see 
the work of 
Philipsburg 
Borough to de-
molish some of 
the old, dilapi-
dated buildings 
within the bor-

ough.  Twelve years ago, the 
MVEDP had an interest in doing 
something about the two old build-
ings on Water Street.  Our idea to de-
molish those buildings fell on deaf 
ears and that was disappointing to us.  
Now, twelve years later, it is great to 
see the buildings cleared from the 
properties. 
 

     Speaking of Philipsburg Borough, 
the borough has not looked this good 
physically in over 30 years.  A new 
campground at Cold Stream is now 
planned, the Slabtown Park continues 
to be expanded, the demolition of 
four dilapidated buildings, the terrific 
condition of the parks in the area are 
all a testament to the work of the 
Borough.  We know that there are 
some volunteers who work on the 
parks too and we thank them for their 
contribution to the community.  Con-
gratulations to Joel Watson, Tim Ry-
der and the other staff of the borough 
who are doing a great job of main-
taining our community. 
 
Continued on Page 2 
 

     Long-time State Senator Jake 
Corman will be retiring by the end of 
this year.  Residents of the Moshan-
non Valley region who live in 
Philipsburg Borough and Rush 
Township are currently in Senator 
Corman’s district. 
 

     Due to continued population loss-
es, the state will not maintain that 
district but will instead add it to the 

districts of other state senators.  Res-
idents of Philipsburg and Rush 
Township will have current Senator 

Wayne Langerholc as its senator.  
The MVEDP wishes Senator Cor-
man well in his retirement. 

Senator Corman to Retire -  

Senatorial Representation to 

Change 

Upcoming MVEDP Board of  
Directors Election -  

Cancelled 

     Each year, the MVEDP holds 
an election of board members that 
will serve on the Board of Direc-
tors.  There are 15 people who 
serve on the board.  There are cur-
rently two vacancies on the board.  
 

     There are five board members 
who are up for re-election this 
year: Karen Blair, Jeff Herr, Bill 
Jones, John Shimko and  Gene 
Wardo.  Each of these board  
 
Continued on Page 2 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S  
MESSAGE 
Continued From Page 1 

Philipsburg Borough  
Uses Eminent Domain Power to  

Acquire/Demolish Dilapidated  

Structures 

Congratulations to Philipsburg Borough for their 
use of eminent domain powers to acquire and de-

molish the two dilapidated structures on Water 
Street. 

     Elsewhere in this newsletter is an article about 
Pennsylvania’s designated Manufacturing week of 
October 7th through the 14th.  We are blessed to 
have some terrific manufacturers in our area. 
As of the date of this writing, we count 24 manufac-
turers within the Moshannon Valley region. 
Thank you to our manufacturers for the payrolls, 

jobs and other benefits that they provide to the peo-
ple our region.    

Upcoming MVEDP Board of  
Directors Election - Cancelled 
Continued From Page 1 

Photos of the dilapidated old buildings on Water 
Street.   

members wants to keep their seat on the board and 
are willing to run again in the board election. 
 
To date, two other area business officials have 
submitted their name for consideration on the bal-

lot: Robert Maltais of Mid Penn Bank, and Eric 
White of CNB.  The MVEDP now has seven 

candidates for the seven seats that are available.  

For this reason, the 2022/23 board of directors 
election will not be held at this time.  The MVEDP 

will welcome Mr. Maltais and Mr. White to the 
board at the December board of directors meeting. 
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Bryan Bennett   President 

Dustin Minarchick  1st Vice President 

Wanda Ryen   Vice President 

Dr. Karen Blair  Vice President 

Jim Pollock   Assistant Treasurer 

Steve Lyncha   Board Member 

Jeff Herr   Board Member 

Bill Jones   Board Member 

Dr. Robert Steward, Jr. Board Member 

John Shimko   Board Member 

Gene Wardo   Board Member 

Rusty Christoff  Board Member   

Josiah Jones   Board Member 

Pennsylvania’s Manufacturing Week 

Thank You Members MVEDP Board of Directors  

FY 2022 

     The Moshannon Valley Economic Develop-
ment Partnership thanks you for your support of 
our economic & community development  

efforts! 

Renewals 3rd  Quarter 

 

Beard Law Company 

Blaise Alexander Chevrolet & Buick 

Cen-Clear Child Services 

Choice Bumper, Inc. 

Clearfield County Career & Technology Center 

Decatur Township 

Diamondback Automotive 

Dixoncom, LLC 

ER Smith Paving 

 

     The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania has designated October 7th – 14th as Manufacturing Week to rec-
ognize the significance of manufacturing in the state.  The MVEDP is pleased to recognize the manufac-
turers within the Moshannon Valley region.  
 
     Some of the benefits of manufacturing include: the jobs, the taxes paid, better work environments, a 
local skill base is maintained, increased research and development to create better products, middle class 
job growth, technology-driven productivity growth, improved quality of life and a better standard of liv-
ing. 
 
     Years ago, there were a handful of manufacturers that employed many people from the area.  Cigar and 
clothing manufacturing were dominant here.  Lee Industries and REICHdrill were key manufacturers then.  
It is a very positive thing to see the diversification in the manufacturing sector that exists here now.     

 

At last count, the MVEDP had identified 24 manufacturers in the Moshannon Valley region: 
 
Lee Industries   Drucker Diagnostics  PolyK Technologies 
Organic Climbing  Creotek, LLC   Advanced Powder Products 
Diamondback Truck Covers REICHdrill   Walker Lumber 
Pre-Cut Lumber  UMI Performance  Nearhoof Machine 
PMG Pennsylvania  Custom Castings, NE  Nittany Laser Technologies 
Grauch Enterprises  Genna Ice   Holt Precision Tool 
G-O Metric   Navaco   Durakan     
Penn Pallet   EC Power   Harpster of Philipsburg 
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IN  THE  SPOTLIGHT  
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Philipsburg Marble & Granite 
To Hold Open House Event 

     Philipsburg Marble & Granite will soon hold an 
Open House event at their new location in Chester 
Hill.  The new facility is located at 121 Walton Street, 
Philipsburg, PA, 16866 next to the Blaise Alexander 
automobile dealership. 
 
Noon to 7:00 pm. 
October 13, 2022 
New Location at:   
121 Walton Street, Philipsburg, PA  16866 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light refreshments and snacks will be served and there 
will be some door prizes.   

Space to Rent at the Mo. Valley  
Regional Business Center 

     The Partnership still has some space to rent at 
the Regional Business Center located in the 
Business Park facility.  The Center is located 
across the street from Hogs Galore. 

MVRBC Office Area, 1.070 SF 

MVRBC Conference Room, 621 SF 

     There is an office space of 1,070 sf. available 
and a separate conference room of 621 sf. 
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SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS – LEE INDUSTRIES, INC. 

     The Moshannon Valley Economic Development 
Partnership is pleased to feature LEE INDUS-
TRIES, INC., in this Spotlight on Business fea-
ture.  Drucker Diagnostics and Cen Clear were  
featured previously. 
 
     Lee Industries is a manufacturer of the finest 
stainless steel kettle vats made in the world, and 
the company will soon celebrate their 100th year in 
operation here in the greater Philipsburg region.  
The company was first formed in 1924 when citi-
zens of the area invested capital for the organiza-
tion of a new company, Nickel Fabricating Compa-
ny. 
 
     In 1928, the business was almost closed, and 
plans were made to dispose of the plant equipment 
to used machinery dealers.  To keep the industry in 
the community, Mr. Thomas J. Lee, a leading 
Philipsburg businessman, purchased the plant and 
equipment and the new name of the corporation 
was Lee Metal Products Company.  After this new 
company was formed, Lee Metals became a pio-
neer in stainless fabrication.  Lee was the first man-
ufacturer in the world to offer stainless 
steel steam jacketed kettles.   
 

     World War II brought a large demand for steam 
jacketed kettles for preparation of food in quantity 
at Army and Navy bases as well as on ships.  The 
company workforce increased from 35 to 100 em-
ployees. 
 

 

     In 1975, the company was purchased by the 
employees.  Majority stock was owned bv Lewis 
Price and he became the president.  The name of 
the company was changed from Lee Metal Prod-
ucts Company, Inc. to Lee Industries, Inc. 
 
     The company has two main divisions: process 
systems and equipment (the manufactured kettles, 
tanks, and agitators), and fluid transfer which 
manufactures the valves that are needed with the 
kettles. 
 

     In January 1986, the company was purchased 
by Mr. Robert W. Montler who was the vice presi-
dent under Lewis Price.  With the purchase, Mr. 
Montler became the president and CEO of the 
company. 

     Today, the Montler family continues to operate 
Lee Industries with Process Systems and Equip-
ment and Fluid Transfer as divisions.  It was in 
2016 when Mr. Joshua T. Montler was appointed 
president and chief financial officer and chief op-
erating officer. 
 
     With equipment in service throughout the 
world, Lee Industries remains a leader in the de-
sign and manufacturing of stainless steel and alloy 
process  
 
Continued on Page 7 



equipment for the food and beverage, pharmaceuti-
cal and biotech, personal care, cosmetic and cos-
meceutical, animal food and health, and the indus-
trial and chemical industries. 
 
     The company’s longevity and success is a testa-
ment to their commitment to their customers, and a 
consistent top quality product built to accommo-
date their customers needs. 

     NOT ONLY MADE IN AMERICA, MADE IN 
THE GREATER PHILIPSBURG REGION OF 
CENTRAL-PENNSYLVANIA! 
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      The MVEDP’s Revolving Loan Fund program 
has been available to local businesses since 1991.  
The matching loan funding can be used for working 
capital, machinery and equipment or land and build-
ings.  The interest rate is as low as 3%!  One of the 
most outstanding features of the loan program is the 
quick turnaround time.  Once a reviewable applica-
tion is received, the loan committee will meet and if 
the loan is approved, the money provided to the bor-
rower in less than 30 days.  Contact the MVEDP at 
342-2260 if you have a business seeking matching 
loan financing. 

MVEDP Has Low-Cost $$ to Lend 

State to Provide $500 Million  
To Non-Entitlement Local Governments 

An Official of The Progress  
Fund Visits the MVEDP 

     Kristi Wendel, Program Manager of The Pro-
gress Fund, recently stopped in to the MVEDP 
office to speak about the lending that they can 
make available to local businesses.  The program 
partners with local banks and economic develop-
ment agencies to provide needed funding to dif-
ferent type of businesses such as breweries, res-
taurants, bed & breakfasts, retail stores, wineries, 
Main Street projects and even small manufactur-
ers. 
 
     The Progress Fund is headquartered in 
Greensburg, PA.  They are a 501c3 non-profit 
that can make loans not only in areas of Pennsyl-
vania, but also in West Virginia and Maryland.  
A small staff of just six people manages their 
loan program and portfolio.   
 
     Kristi is working to help businesses located 
throughout the PA Wilds Region.  Philipsburg, 
the Wilderness City, is located within that re-
gion.  Her office is located in Ridgway and she 
can be reached at kwendel@progressfund.org, or 
by telephone at 814-502-4316. 

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS –  
LEE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
Continued From Page 6 

     Pennsylvania state government will distribute 
$500 million of federal American Rescue Plan 
Act funds to local governments across the state.  
The funds are being distributed now to local 
governments that are not entitlements, metropol-
itan areas or urban counties.  Funds can be used 
for needed infrastructure projects, broadband 
development, affordable housing initiatives, and 
other uses.  The funding is to be an investment in 
communities and local economies.  The MVEDP 
looks forward to our local municipalities receiv-
ing some of this funding and undertaking im-
portant projects that will improve the quality of 
life for residents here in the Moshannon Valley. 

mailto:kwendel@progressfund.org


MOSHANNON VALLEY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

200 SHADY LANE 

PHILIPSBURG, PA  16866 
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Thank You Members 
Continued From Page 3 

• ChamberChoice:   

   -Group Health Insurance      -Dental 

   -Life/Disability Insurance     -Vision 

• OnDemand Energy Solutions: 

          -Electric Savings Program 

• Free listing in our online business directory 

• Invitation to all MVEDP events 

• Email blasts to chamber members.  

• E-communications concerning: 

    -Seminars                   -Training opportunities 

    -Export opportunities  -Funding opportunities 

• Voting rights for MVEDP board of directors 

• Quarterly newsletter which provides information about  
potential new business opportunities 

• Free advertising in the MVEDP’s newsletter 

• Sponsorship opportunities which is inexpensive advertising 

• The benefit of the MVEDP’s work to lobby for pro-
business causes 

• The benefit of the MVEDP’s business connections to state 
and federal agencies 

Chamber Member Benefits  
Through the MVEDP 

Health Funeral Home 

Keller Engineers 

King Coal Sales, Inc. 

Lewis Paving & Sealing, Inc. 

Lumadue Excavating, LLC 

Moshannon Valley Pharmacy 

Nittany Clothiers, Inc. 

Penelec A First Energy Company 

Penn Highlands of Philipsburg 

Philipsburg Beverage, Inc. 

Philipsburg Electric Supply 

Ricotta Jewelry 

UMI Performance, Inc. 


